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September 12, 2023

Dear License Holder,

Since the fall of 2000, the states of New Hampshire and Mainechadeictedan
Inshore Bottom Trawl Survey in order to collect abundance and biological information on
groundfish, lobsters, and other marine organisms from the shore out terhaticalmile limit.
Wewouldliket o ask for your cofadlpueveyat i on with this vy

On September ¥5and September 96thevessel is scheduled swirvey off the coast of
New Hampshire. Accompanying this letter are mdphe tow locations for the falurvey
along with the_oran C coordinates (using th'¢ and X chains) oftte stations.An interactive
chartwill be available anatan be found at the following website. Using a cell phone and
clicking on the locatiorbuttonshows vhere you are in relation to the scheduled tows

https://www.maine.gov/dmr/science/fisher@®nitoringassessment/mairew
hampshiranshoretrawl-survey/current

In order b avoid any gear conflicts, we are asking for your cooperatigarbgorarily
moving any fixed gear (lobster traps, gill nets, etc.) from an area roughly 1/8 mile on either side
of the Xnautical mile tov area before the above datdisis extremely impdant to the integrity
of this long-termsurvey that we not have to move thel sites to avoid fixed gear.

In case adverse weather conditions caledays or a postponementtbe scheduled
survey dateghere areseveral ways for you to get updatestioa survey schedulelThe best
source of information is directly from the boat cr8ie vessel will be monitoring channels 16
and 13 and be ready to move to a local working channel if you need to contact them the day of
the survey The survey vessel i¢ F/V Robert Michael out of Portland, Miinder Captain
Rob Tetrault Il You can also contact the vessel via cell phor2®&657-5276(Chief Scientist
Rebecca Petersr contactauren Stapleatthe Region 3 office in Durham;
lauren.staple®@wildlife.nh.gov or 603868-1095.


https://www.maine.gov/dmr/science/fisheries-monitoring-assessment/maine-new-hampshire-inshore-trawl-survey/current
https://www.maine.gov/dmr/science/fisheries-monitoring-assessment/maine-new-hampshire-inshore-trawl-survey/current

Finally, | wantto thank you all for the outstanding cooperatihave received over the
past 23years fronthe NH lobster fishing industryn moving gear out of the tow areas. The
Department sees the inshore trawl survey as an opportunity to provide credible data to state
managers, thBlew England Fisheries Managemé@muuncil,the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commissionand National Ocanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for areas where
there is currently minimal informatiaon a variety of marine species that fisheries are rediant
Encloseds a brief report that summarizes highlights and results from past surveys. We also
have a more detailed report comparing the resultseodinvey through the fall of 202 If you
would like a copy of this report or have agqyestions about the survey in general, please contact
Lauren Stapleat our Durham Regional Office.

Thank you aga for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Cheri Patterson
Chief Marine Fisheries
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